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Abstract

The Japanese writer, Mikako Brady, placed herself in the lower class of British society and has been debating social
inequality from the inside, from the perspective of a citizen. At the early stage of her stay in Britain, she was fascinated
with its welfare system and the resilience of the lower class. However, during her nearly 30 year stay in the U.K.,
she has seen the country undergo great changes: the shift in its "cradle to grave" welfare policies through Margaret
Thatcher's economic transformation, an increase in the number of unemployed, widening inequality, the Labor Party’s
policy of raising the lower class, the birth of left-wing governments in Europe which advocated anti-austerity and anti-
EU policies, Britain's exit from the EU, class fixation, and more. Through an analysis of Brady's writings, it appears
that her thoughts have become deeper and more political through these experiences. This is especially apparent after
her experience of working at a nursery in the poorest area of the country. She seems to be continuing her struggle
with the social problems using the power of words through her quest for the meaning of living in the lower class. It
seems that these fights and the quest have led to a certain resignation on her part, but also the recognition that her
place should be at the bottom of this disparity. She has come to understand that there still remains in people’s mind the
empathy to understand others and the spirit to survive adversity, which she finds attractive and precious.
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