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A Consideration of Monarchy as a Way of Governance Based on Laski’s Monarchy theory
by

Toshihiro KOMATSU

Abstract

After the Second World War., Japanese emperor has become the symbol of people’ s unity. His public actions
are limited now to the state affairs based on the cabinet’ s advice and approval. His role has some similarity
with that of British kings as implied in Laski’ s statement: “Even though the king reigns, he doesn’ t govern.”
This is the role of British kings started with the Hanover dynasty at the beginning of the 18th century. When
we consider Japanese emperor as a symbolic king, British monarchy would be a useful model. But a clear difference
between them is that British kings have a bigger political competence.

Laski, a scholar of British political science in the first half of the 20th century, studied British monarchy.
Through my reading of Laski’ s monarchy theory, I’ d like to consider how his statement mentioned above can be

realized in the United Kingdom. I will also consider the implications of Japanese emperor’ s role as the symbol

of people’ s unity.
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