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A Literature Review of The History of Tattoos
and Their Acceptance in Societies

by
Mikako FUJIOKA

Abstract

The number of tourists visiting Japan has been growing, reaching approximately 30 million in 2018
and is expected to be more than 40 million in 2020. However, there have been reports concerning
troubles occurring due to differences in cultures or life styles. One such problem regards the bathing in
public, at bathes and hotsprings, by people with tattoos. In Japan, people with tattoos are often
prohibited to bathes in public even if they wear tattoos based on their cultural traditions. Consequently,
there have been complaints among both foreign tourists and Japanese people that the Japanese rules
and traditions are too rigid, unhospitable and do not respect the traditions of other cultures.
Considering these problems, in 2016, the author conducted a survey, analyzed how tattoos are viewed in
Japan and presented the results. She found that; Japanese people do tend to have negative attitudes
towards people with tattoos, but younger people are more tolerant about tattoos and that it is more
acceptable in cases of tattoos on foreign people.

However, in the research to follow, this author has come across many documents and theses indicating
that tattoos are not necessarily widely accepted socially in some foreign societies either. It might not be
justified to argue that tattoos should be accepted and respected merely because they are cultural
traditions. This paper summarizes documentation about the history of tattoos and how they have been
viewed in other cultures as well as in Japan, and aims to serve as a basis for the future studies on the

socio-cultural implications and considerations regarding people with tattoos.
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