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A Study on Chinese Tourists’ Views of Japanese Tattoo Regulations at Hot Springs
as Reflected in a Questionnaire

—One Step toward the Consideration of the Cultural Meanings of Japanese Tattoos—
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Abstract

While various types of tattoos have been developed independently around the world, their development has
also been seen to have mutual influences throughout history. This has come to the forefront in the recent racial
interchange that has occurred due to globalism. At the time of inbound tourism as we are going through now, we
often hear the news of foreign tourists, chiefly of racial minorities, complaining about the bathing regulations of
Japanese hot springs against their tattoos. These incidents give us the chance to consider how various types of tattoo
should be dealt with in the modern age.

As hot springs are one of the most popular destinations for foreign tourists, it is a pressing task to solve the
issue of bathing regulations in Japan. This paper will try to make clear how Chinese tourists to Japan react to bathing
regulations based on the results from a questionnaire. This research will be incorporated into research using the
other surveys targeted at various racial and age groups in order to gain an extensive view of the issues involving
bathing regulations. This is one of the two purposes of this research. The first purpose is tourism-oriented while the
second one is related to cultural anthropology. Bathing regulations presuppose the unanimously negative views of
Japanese tattoos, but is it actually true? With this second purpose I would like to revisit the nature of Japanese tattoos
by tracing back their shifting cultural meanings.
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