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Current status of animal feeding damage and illegal digging of Polemonium kiushianum Kitam.

by

Hideyuki MATOBA%*

Abstract

Due to the recent indifference towards conservation of semi—natural grasslands, tree—planting programs, and

influence of interspecific hybridization result in a decrease in the individuals of Polemonium kiushianum. This

perennial herb is classified as critically endangered in the Japanese Red Data Book, and currently only dozens of

individuals are known to grow in eight populations in semi—natural grassland in the area of Mt. Aso, Kyushu, Japan.

In addition to habitat modification and interspecific hybridization, animal feeding damage and illegal digging are

considered to be the largest threat to P. kiusianum in Japan. In the summer of 2018 — 2021, we investigated the

changes in the population of P. kiushianum at six points in their natural habitat. Additionally, we installed six

cameras in the habitat during April through May in 2021. The photos made sure of animal feedings and illegal
diggings of P. kiushianum. As a result, it was found that monitoring cameras could be a deterrent to illegal digging

of plants.
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